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May 21, Monday. Captain S. P. Lee called on me to-day
respecting his orders to Mare Island. The President on
Saturday showed me an application which Lee had made
to him to be relieved from the orders and placed on leave
for one year. Mr. Blair had left with me a similar paper,
unsigned, however. The President inquired what he should
do with the paper. I answered that it was an extraordinary
application even if made to the Department, but more ex-
traordinary in passing over the Department and applying
to the President to rid himself of orders.

The President said he would refer the paper to me to dis-
pose of. [It reached me this A.M., and Lee followed it within
half an hour. He showed a consciousness of manner in
opening the subject, and made a half-turn apology for hav-
ing gone to the President by saying, if he had not called on
me, his father-in-law, Mr. Blair, had. I did not conceal
from him my surprise at the unusual course he had pur-
sued, the more so as his age, experience, and long attend-
ance at Washington precluded any idea that it was the
result of ignorance.

I told him that he had been favored and fortunate in
some respects beyond any officer of his grade, perhaps be-
yond any officer in the service; that he could not expect to
remain off duty while all others were on duty; that he had
been eight months on waiting orders, and that no officer
had asked a year's leave; that he assigned no reason, nor
could I conceive of any that would justify such leave.

He said his case was peculiar and he wished to remain in
Washington to attend to his promotion.

Then, said I, any officer would be entitled to the same
privilege, and the service would soon be in a demoralized
state; that I did not desire for his own reputation to see him
seated at the threshold of the Executive Mansion, or at the
door of the Senate, beseeching for undue favors; that he
would do well to leave his case in the hands of the Depart-
ment, as did other officers. He certainly would fare as well
if away as if here.